
Welcome to Community of  the Cross 

Lutheran Church 



Better Than A Hallelujah 

God loves a lullaby 
In a mother's tears in the dead of night 

Better than a hallelujah sometimes 
God loves a drunkard's cry 

The soldier's plea not to let him die 
Better than a hallelujah sometimes 

 



We pour out our miseries 
God just hears a melody 

Beautiful the mess we are 
The honest cries of breaking hearts 

Are better than a hallelujah 

 



A woman holding on for life 
A dying man giving up the fight 

Are better than a hallelujah sometimes 
Tears of shame for what's been done 

The silence when the words won't come 
Are better than a hallelujah sometimes  

 



We pour out our miseries 
God just hears a melody 

Beautiful the mess we are 
The honest cries of breaking hearts 

Are better than a hallelujah 

 



Better than a church bell ringing 
Better than a choir singing out 

Singing out 



We pour out our miseries 
God just hears a melody 

Beautiful the mess we are 
The honest cries of breaking hearts 

Are better than a hallelujah 

 



We pour out our miseries 
God just hears a melody 

Beautiful the mess we are 
The honest cries of breaking hearts 

Are better than a hallelujah 

 



Better than a hallelujah sometimes 
Better than a hallelujah 

Better than a hallelujah sometimes  
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Because He Lives (Amen) 

I believe in the Son 
I believe in the Risen One 

I believe I overcome 
By the power of His blood 



Amen amen 
I'm alive I'm alive because He lives 

Amen amen 
Let my song join the one that never ends 

Because He lives 



I was dead in the grave 
I was covered in sin and shame 

I heard mercy call my name 
He rolled the stone away 



Amen amen 
I'm alive I'm alive because He lives 

Amen amen 
Let my song join the one that never ends 



Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives ev'ry fear is gone 

I know He holds my life 
My future in His hand 



Amen amen 
I'm alive I'm alive because He lives 

Amen amen 
Let my song join the one that never ends 



Amen amen 
I'm alive I'm alive because He lives 

Amen amen 
Let my song join the one that never ends 



Because He lives 
Because He lives 
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Welcome to Community of  the Cross 

Lutheran Church 



Call to Worship / Invocation 

P: We worship in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 



P: Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
word and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.  



P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
Therefore, in the name of Jesus Christ and by his authority, 
I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  



P: Let us pray: 

C: Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the 
prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the 
grace and power to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 



Children’s Sermon 

Jesus loves me, this I know 

For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong, 

They are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.   



Children’s Sermon Children’s Sermon 

Presenter: Jenna Trenbeath 



First Lesson 

Isaiah 58:1-9a 



Shout out, do not hold back! 
 Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
     as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;  



They ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 

 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist.  



 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD?  



 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
     to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 

 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
     when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  



 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
     your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 



L: Word of God. Word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



Second Lesson 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 



When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come 
proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or 
wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  And I came to you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and 
my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, 
but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that 
your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power 
of God.   



Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom,  
   though it is not a wisdom of this age  
   or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.   

But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden,  
   which God decreed before the ages for our glory.   

None of the rulers of this age understood this;  
   for if they had,  
      they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  



But, as it is written,  
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart 
conceived, what God has prepared for those who love 
him”—  

These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  



For what human being knows what is truly human except the 
human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends 
what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.  

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts 
bestowed on us by God.  



L: Word of God. Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



Ancient words ever true 
Changing me changing you 
We have come with open hearts 
O let the ancient words impart 
 
O let the ancient words impart 
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Acclamation 



Gospel 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



 [Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost 
its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 
good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot.”   



“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.”  



“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I 
tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 
one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 
these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.” 



“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 



P: The Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



Welcome to Community of  the Cross 

Lutheran Church 



Giver of creation, bringer of salvation 
Word of God, eternal life 

Praise the Son of God 
 

Light of the World 



 
Promised One of Heaven 

To bring us to Your Kingdom 
Rescued us from darkness 

Praise the Son of God 



Jesus, light of the world 
Shine on us, shine on us 

Word of life, spoken for love 
Breathe on us, breathe on us 

Light of the world, King Jesus 



Darkness will obey Your voice 
Weakness will in You rejoice 

You have bound the broken heart 
Praise the Son of God 

 



 
You have shown Your father’s heart 

And to us You will impart 
The holiness of all You are 

Praise the Son of God 



Jesus, light of the world 
Shine on us, shine on us 

Word of life, spoken for love 
Breathe on us, breathe on us 

Light of the world, King Jesus 



Shine, breathe, live through us  
Shine, breathe, live through us  
Shine, breathe, live through us  
Shine, breathe, live through us  



Jesus, light of the world 
Shine on us, shine on us 

Word of life, spoken for love 
Breathe on us, breathe on us 



Jesus, light of the world 
Shine on us, shine on us 

Word of life, spoken for love 
Breathe on us, breathe on us 



God’s beating heart, live through us 
God’s beating heart, live through us 
God’s beating heart, live through us 



Light of the world, King Jesus 
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Create in Me Prayers 

P: Lord in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 



P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Blessing / Benediction 



CCLC Mission Statement 

C: We are all called to be ministers -      
 Welcomed by the love of Jesus Christ,  
 Nurtured in faith by the Holy Spirit,  
 Sent to share God’s promises with others.  



Learning To Be The Light 

When the stars came crashing down 
In tiny pieces to the ground 

I was all alone down here 
Trapped beneath the atmosphere 

Then I thought somebody called my name 
I spun around and caught a flame 

I gave into a God I didn't know 



And now everything is falling into place 
A brand new life is calling 

And I owe it all to grace 



It's so much brighter living in Your world 
Savior what You did for me 

You gave me something I want everyone to see 
When we stumble and it all goes wrong 

Only You can make it right 
So I say oh 

I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 
I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 



When a heart is cold as ice 
You can't melt it with advice 

No one wants to listen to 
A list of things they shouldn't do 

So I build a city on a hill 
And I light a candle on the sill 

Knowing You'll be always knocking at the door 



Oh God I just want to love everyone 
All I have is Yours to give 

So let the people come 



It's so much brighter living in Your world 
Savior what You did for me 

You gave me something I want everyone to see 
When we stumble and it all goes wrong 

Only You can make it right 
So I say oh 

I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 
I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 



I'm learning to be the light 
That makes the shadows hide 

The light that breaks the curse of pride 
The light that takes the weary in its arms 



When it all came crashing down 
There was only darkness all around 

But in the distance I could see a flame 



It's so much brighter living in Your world 
Savior what You did for me 

You gave me something I want everyone 
And I mean everyone to see 

When we stumble and it all goes wrong 
Only You can make it right 

So I say oh 
I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 
I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 



I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 
I'm learning to be the light whoa whoa 

I'm learning to be the light 
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P:   Go in peace to touch lives with the love of God. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Touching Lives  
 

 

 with the  

Love of God 
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